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Roll of Honour
Life President	       Mike Harris		                       Treasurer            Alex Forbes
	President:
	Richard Smart 
	Chairman:
	Jamie Parkinson 

	Hon. Secretary:
	Jamie Parkinson
	Club Captain:
	Neil Kendrick 


Team Captains
	Team
	Name
	
	Mobile
	Home

	1st XI
	James Paton 
	J_paton89@hotmail.co.uk
	07572758418
	

	2nd XI
	Stuart Dunk 
	stuartmjd@hotmail.co.uk 
	07743135493
	

	3rd XI
	Matt Williams 
	Matt.williams@nao.gsi.gov.uk
	07969030962
	

	4th XI
	Jon Knight 
	Owfc4thXl@outlook.com
	07515948378
	

	5th XI
	Ceejay Watson
	ceejaywatson@gmail.com
	07735967390 
	

	6th XI
	Chris Chamen 
	Chris@tabletmedia.co.uk
	07956724701
	

	7th XI
	Nick Mole
	nicholasmole@viginmedia.com
	07722559193
	0208 669 0603

	8th Xl
	Kek Amankwah
	Mr_keks@hotmail.com
	07793814537
	

	9 Xl
	Roddy Trompiz 
	rodrigotrompiz@yahoo.co.uk
	07811217188
	


	10th XI
	
	
	
	

	Vets
	Lee Reid
	Reid.1@btinternet.com 
	07961371514
	

	Super Vets
	Al Forbes
	alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk
	07855 273218
	

	Selection Secretary
	Yuved Bheenick
	Y_bheenick@hotmail.com
	07736272270
	


This week’s  games ,   January 14th 
	Team
	Opponents
	Ground
	Contest
	K.O.

	1st Xl
	West Wickham 
	Hayes
	League
	2-00

	2nd Xl
	Old Garchonians
	Away
	League
	2-00

	3rd Xl
	Civil Service 4th Xl
	Away
	League
	2-00

	4th Xl
	Shene Old Grammarians Reserves 
	Hayes
	London Old Boys Cup
	1-30

	5th Xl
	Old Finchleians
	Away
	Old Boys Cup
	1-30

	6th Xl
	West Wickham 6th Xl
	Hawes Down
	League
	2-00

	7th Xl
	HSBC  7th Xl 
	Away
	League
	2-00

	8th Xl
	Alleyn Old Boys 7th Xl 
	Hawes Down
	League
	2-00 

	9th  Xl
	Carshalton 6th Xl
	Away
	League
	2-00 

	10th Xl 
	
	
	
	

	 Vets 
	
	
	
	

	Super Vets 
	
	
	
	


ALWAYS PACK A WHITE SHIRT WITH YOUR KIT


Classified Results,  January  7th /8th 	
	Home
	Score
	Away
	Scorers

	Crouch End Vampires
	1
	V
	5
	1st Xl  (AFA  Cup) 
	Gravesande  3, Akkaya  2

	Nottsborough 
	1
	V
	3
	2nd  Xl  (League) 
	Kennedy 2, Carruthers 

	Old Owens 3rd Xl 
	3
	V
	2
	3rd Xl  (League) 
	Bonsels, Mackley 

	4th Xl 
	8
	V
	2
	Old Parkonians  (Old Boys Cup) 
	Falconer-Roberts  5, James 2, Wateridge

	Actonians Association 6th Xl
	4
	V
	3
	5th Xl  (League) 
	Dunn.J. Eves. Tyler 

	Brent Reserves
	2
	V
	0
	6th Xl (London Old Boys Cup) 
	

	7th Xl 
	2
	V
	0
	Ibis Eagles 5th Xl  (League) 
	Gunnell.W, Mander 

	9th Xl 
	0
	V
	2
	Bank of England  5th Xl (League)
	

	Bolton Wanderers 
	0
	V
	0
	Palace  (FA Cup) 
	

	Old Wilsonians Super Vets
	1
	V
	3
	Cudham Wyse 
	Nelmes 



The SAL website is www.southernamateurleague.co.uk 

 Newsletter Contributions

All contributions to the newsletter should reach me by 6-00 pm on a Sunday evening – the earlier the better, preferably as a word attachment, and sent to owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk, but please ‘phone to confirm that you have done so (0208 659 6443)  - you also get an extra point on the reports table if you do so. Alternatively you can ‘phone through your report and dictate it to me  

Fixtures:   Fixtures are correct at time of publication but are subject to change and alteration 

Football training takes place EVERY WEDNESDAY night at Wallington Powerleague, 7-00

		[image: C:\Users\mikepike\Downloads\images.jpg] 
Proud sponsors of Old Wilsonians FC;10% discount for all OWFC members when they eat at the restaurant.

This week’s men of the match 

1st Xl: Jalen Gravensande  2nd Xl: Chris Kennedy  3rd Xl: Josh Mackley  4th Xl: Falconer-Roberts 
5th  Xl: Not reported   6th  Xl: Not reported   7th Xl: Not reported 9th Xl: Elliott Sutherland 
Leading goal-scorers
16–  James   12 – Williams.M    10  - Sellman    9  -  Martin, Falconer- Roberts  8 -  Howe,  (Benteke)  
  7 – Adams. W, Gravensande   6 -    Bratterman,  Fox, Watson   

Togger returns  this week – join in  the fun, support Ed Adams and your Club, show your prediction skills and give yourself the chance to win big prizes  -  full details elsewhere 
			ALL OUR YESTERDAYS	
	                         Classified Results,    January  4th   1992

	1st Xl
	3
	Salvatorians
	3
	Townson, Murray.I, Trout 

	Reigatians
	2
	2nd Xl
	0
	

	3rd Xl
	4
	Phoenix Old Boys
	1
	Haines 2, Giles, (Ashley) Simpson 

	Strandinians
	1
	4th Xl
	3
	Mace, Bier, Stringer

	5th Xl
	5
	Old Sinjuns
	2
	Wilson 3, Weaver.D  2

	Alleyn Old Boys
	2
	6th Xl
	6
	Corrigall.S  3, Smith.A, Blake, OG 

	7th Xl
	2
	Chertsey Old Salesians 
	1
	Mir   2 



LATE ARRIVAL, DUE TO JUGGLING BALLS       Old  Strandians  1   4th   Xl    3 

	Now that I’ve got to write the match report I can tell the skipper the real reason I was late – I was trying to buy a set of juggling balls, a perfectly good explanation, I feel!! 
	Strandinians were propping up the bottom of the league, and we created a lot of early opportunities, but the home side were well dug in on a small pitch and we could not penetrate their lines. Then, all of a sudden, everything changed as a big hoof upfront saw Geoff Robinson caught without his helmet and he decided to smother the ball and the referee, who was 80 yards away, gave a penalty. This was duly converted and, although only a flesh wound, it did break our clean sheet record in the league. 
	We pressed forward but were glad to hear the half-time whistle, as it gave us time to re-group. 
	At the beginning of the second half we maintained the territorial advantage and equalised 
when Dave Valder crossed the ball from the left and Nick Bier and MARK MACE had a tete-a-tete before Mark eased the ball over the line. We now found about four more gears as the midfield kept fielding balls to Mark Mace and Bruce Stringer, who were having a field day on the wings, and the crushing blow came from  a text book move, involving NICK BIER and Ali’ Simpson, which ended with the former slamming the ball home. 
	Mark Mace then managed to dummy an open goal and, with perfect timing, lifted his foot to let the ball go behind for a goal-kick! Plenty of other opportunities went begging, so we were grateful when their ‘keeper pushed Mark Mace and we waited for the obvious penalty – well, 11 of us did; and continued to do so! 
	But justice was done shortly afterwards as two of their defenders stupidly tried to sandwich Nick Bier and, from the resulting melee, BRUCE STRINGER rounded their ‘keeper and stroked the ball home to ensure victory. 
	A top of the table tangle against Sedcopians awaits next week at Hayes, so if anyone fancies a thriller in Kent…………  Hopefully, by then, we will have a full team, as we lost one of our cars  on the journey to their Clubhouse.							Ali’ Simpson 
Kirchin Valder Adams Robinson Hoffman Barry Stone (Ali) Simpson Mace Stringer Bier 

WHEN  BLUE TURNS TO GREY  -  Featuring the 7th Xl’s  goals 

	One of their defenders knocked what he thought was an easy ball back to his goal-keeper,  but a very alert  KARIM MIR nipped in to put us one up. 
	Then we got a superb goal. Graeme Nelson, who had an excellent game as sweeper, came out of defence, played a one-two with Fred Brindle to escape a forward snapping at his heels, and accelerated up-field,  where he played a lovely ball to KARIM MIR, who dispatched it past their goal-keeper; really good football.							Fred Brindle 
	ALL OUR YESTERDAYS  - GOING EVEN FURTHER BACK 

	                         Classified Results,    January  7th   1967 

	1st Xl
	3
	Maori
	1
	Bartlett.D,  Burstow,  Adams.T 

	London Welsh
	0
	2nd Xl
	7
	Clasper  4,  Walker  3 

	4th Xl
	2
	3rd Xl
	7
	Bisiker, Vidler 

	4th Xl
	2
	3rd Xl 
	7
	Golborn 2, Jennings 2, Carpenter, Norrington, Marks



	Yes, that’s right, the 3rd and 4th Xls were in the same league – remind you of a similar scenario in Minor Division Five South in the Southern Amateur League?  - and part of the report  reads thus: 
	“An incredible game took place between the 3rds and 4ths at Hayes. The home side (the 4ths) nearly took a surprise lead when only Ian Rayworth’s big head on the line prevented a goal, which would have sent the spectators wild with joy and killed Charlie Holder.” 

	Fifty years ago the newsletter was also into the prophesy game and, when anticipating what 1967 would bring suggested, amongst other things, the following: 

Gerry Adams takes up goal-keeping 
Terry Adams manages to leave the Club before it is locked up 
Tony Brighton elected Southern Olympian League Chairman 
John Brittain promoted to the 5th Xl 
Dave Cohen – more of whom later – gets drunk on ginger wine 
Dave Cunningham wins ‘Driver of the Year’ award 
Ian Forbes dyes his hair  - grey 
Mike Galvin makes take-over bid for registry office 
Mike Harris finds winner on ticket swindle – competition declared void 
Mike Kendrick awarded ‘Quietest Player of the Year’ award 
‘Mac’ Mcalister burns wheelchair 
Ian Rayworth enters Veteran Car rally without car – he wins 
Gerry Reaseley tries to stop at zebra crossing – zebra killed 
Dave Wakeford sees his feet again 
Bryan Watts runs 

	The editor of this newsletter is grateful to Dave Cohen, who provides much of the “copy” each week. I restrained myself from mentioning his Christmas escapades when all of the berries disappeared from the holly tree and Dave was found in a corner muttering “No stones in these cherries” 
	However, last Saturday he provided the story of the season. His problem was one tie-up – two legs. Our hero decided that the only way to separate the tie-up was by burning it. Dutifully producing his lighter,  he completed his mission, tied up his socks, put on his track suit and went to watch the 3rd v 4th Xl game until Maori, the 1st Xl’s opponents, arrived. 
	I’m afraid to report that he failed to extinguish one of the tie-ups, so if anyone with a short right leg would like a track suit, then please apply to Dave Cohen. 
“I thought it was a bit warm”, he reflected 

Quote of the week 

“Let’s agree to differ, then - I’m right and you’re wrong”   -   Mike  Kendrick 


League Tables   -  Correct  to  January   7th 

Senior Division  One   -   Top  5  of  11		P	W	D	L	GF	GA	Pts

Alleyn Old Boys					13	8	4	1	23	12	28
Polytechnic						10	8	2	0	30	9	26
Nottsborough						11	6	1	4	15	14	19
Old Owens						10	5	1	4	18	15	16
OLD WISLONIANS 					11	5	1	5	18	19	16

Intermediate Division One  - bottom 4  of 11

OLD WILSONIANS RESERVES 			8	3	1	4	16	20	10
Nottsborough Reserves				9	3	1	5	10	23	10
Old Parkonians Reserves 				8	2	2	4	14	19	8
Alleyn Old Boys Reserves 				8	1	2	5	9	16	5 

Junior Division Two   -  bottom   3  of  10

OLD WILSONIANS  3rd  Xl 				10	3	2	5	30	31	11
Old Owens 3rd Xl					9	3	0	6	15	26	6*
Merton 3rd Xl 						10	1	0	9	16	30	3
*Points deducted 

Minor Division One South –  Top  5  of  9

West Wickham 4th Xl 					9	8	1	0	32	7	25
Polytechnic 5th Xl					8	5	2	1	35	12	17
Weirside Rangers 3rd Xl 				9	5	2	2	18	16	17
Alleyn Old Boys 5th Xl 				9	4	2	3	18	14	14
OLD WILSONIANS  4th   Xl 				7	4	0	3	17	13	12

Minor Division Two  South  -  bottom  3  10

OLD WILSONIANS   5th  Xl 				9	3	0	6	16	30	9
Merton 4th Xl 						11	2	0	9	25	32	6
Lloyds Warren 3rd Xl 					9	1	0	8	7	55	3

Minor Division Three  South –  bottom 3   of  9

OLD WILSONIANS 6th  Xl 				8	3	0	5	14	25	9
HSBC 6th Xl 						10	2	0	8	14	51	6
Alleyn Old Boys 6th Xl 					4	1	2	1	11	9	5

Minor Division Four  South  -  Top 5  of  10
		
Polytechnic 9th Xl 					8	7	1	0	35 	8	22
Kew Association 3rd Xl 					10	7	1	2	39	27	22
Merton 5th Xl 						10	7	1	2	21	19	22
Actonians Association 8th Xl 				9	4	1	4	22	22	13
OLD WILSONIANS 7th  Xl 				9	4	1	4	16	16	13

Minor Division  Five South -  Bottom 3   of  11 
OLD WILSONIANS 8th  Xl 				8	2	1	5	16	33	7
Civil Service 8th Xl 					4	2	0	2	15	13	6
OLD WILSONIANS  9th Xl 				8	0	0	8	4	29	0
[bookmark: _GoBack]Old Wilsonians’ Association Sports Club

Terms & Conditions for hire of facilities


To all Sports Club Hirers:
The cost to hire the club facilities 		£200.00
We require a breakages/cleaning deposit 	£50.00
We require a kitchen use deposit			£50.00
If an extension after midnight is requested	£100.00 per extra hour 
Corkage will be charged per bottle @		    £8.00 

All moneys to be received by the OWA at least 1 month before event


We politely request there be no decorations on the honours boards
No use of party poppers, spray string, table confetti or similar
If the club-house-bar and/or kitchen are left in need of cleaning, the appropriate deposit will be forfeited.

NB:  The Association relies heavily on hiring out the Clubhouse to increase its revenue from which we all benefit. The above outlines our terms and conditions, so please pass on to anyone your think may be interested or, indeed, yourself – many Old Wilsonians have already held functions in our Clubhouse 
For more details, please contact Anton Snowsill:   antonsnowsill@hotmai.com 

The return of Togger  -  please support Ed and all he is doing for our Club 

	Togger returns this week and starts its post Christmas  twelve week run. It is only £2 a week, which means your total outlay is a modest £24.  
	All you have to do is send me your scores by email to owfctogger@outlook.com each week and I will do the rest, with the scoring producing results for the various prizes. The scoring is as follows:
-  2 points for correct result,
-  5 points for correct score,
-  -2 points for predicting either team (OWFC or opposition) to win or draw and they lose by at least 3
	To get involved, all you need to do is transfer the entry fee of £24 to the club’s account (Account Number 00685852, Sort Code 20-05-57), and drop me an e-mail to let me know you're in, and I will send you the entry form 
	As a guide, last year the prizes were roughly as follows (obviously this year’s prizes will depend on how many players sign up to play):
Weekly – £17
Monthly – £10.50
Quarterly (12 weeks) – £50 for 1st place, £20 for 2nd place
Overall (24 weeks) – £55 for 1st place, £25 for 2nd place, £10 for 3rd place
	Over half of the field won money last season, so the odds are good! The competition also raises much needed funds for the football club. Please do spread the word and get as many people involved as possible and please let me know asap if you will be signing up to play. 
  Cheers ,  Ed Adams owfctogger@outlook.com

				ALL OUR TODAYS 

6TH Xl UNLUCKY TO BE DUMPED OUT OF THE CUP    Brent  Reserves    2   6th  Xl    0 

	Looking to extend another Cup run in the London Old Boys Cup, a win would have seen the 6th XI through to the quarter final. We faced an unknown quantity, and a long journey West to Brentford to take on Brent’s reserves. With a few regulars missing, returning university boys, Tom Dixon and last year’s OWFC ‘Young player of the Season’, Jack Sinclair, were welcomed back. 
	The first half was a tight affair, with both sides evenly matched and chances at a premium. We struggled to support Lawrence, playing on his own up front and having little joy. Some resolute defending, from the centre back pairing of Charmen and Forbes,  kept the opposition at bay. At half time Charmen shuffled the pack, with Sinclair coming on at left wing and Nick Morley pushed up front. 
	We quickly created more chances, Lawrence’s excellent volley rising just over, and Morley’s lob,  that left the ‘keeper flat footed,  coming crashing back off the bar. We were looking dangerous again on both flanks, with the midfield pushing on in support, but could not quite make the breakthrough.
	With five minutes to go, a Brent attack down the left led to a low cross that brought the first goal of the game. As we pushed forward in search of an equaliser, Brent attacked again, and an unmarked midfielder,  on the edge of our box,  crashed in their second with a low shot.
	A resilient performance from the 6th XI, and the team will now concentrate on the League and the other Cup competition, with a huge quarter final coming up.			Ed Adams
Team: George Young, Stephen Lawrence, Chris Charmen, Doug Forbes, Jamie Moniz, Kev Fowler, Ash Phakey, Tyler O’Callaghan, Jon Small, Nick Morley, Ed Adams, Jack Sinclair.

JUST CANNOT  FIND THE BACK OF THE NET     9th XI 0  Bank of England 5th  Xl   2

	This was the third time we have faced Bank of England this season, and having lost 6-0 to them recently, we were getting sick of the sight of them! But, with several university boys in our line-up, we had a stronger team than usual, and we were confident going into this one. 
	We started brightly, with good passing and movement, but with no real end product. Halfway through the first half, we gave away a free kick in a dangerous area. “Shall we jump?” asked Elliott. “No,” said skipper Roddy. We should have jumped  - 1-0 to Bank!
	 We dominated the first 20 minutes or so of the second half, with Elliott Sutherland winning everything in central midfield, and creative play from wingers Josh Elliott and Luke Curran. We just could not make our pressure count, with their ‘keeper only really making one save. Pushing for the equaliser left us exposed at the back, and Bank doubled their lead with a breakaway goal.  A little more composure,  and the goals will come!				Roddy Trompiz
Team: Nev Spencer,Roddy Trompiz, Matt Hallett,Andy Steel, Al Forbes , Jim Lloyd, SajanPhakey, Mervin Nicholas, MandeepDhariwal, Luke Curran, Oliver Krauss, Elliott Sutherland, Josh Elliott

NEW YEAR’SDAY HIJINKS INSPIRES 4’S TO SEE OFF CUP HOLDERS   4th Xl  8   Old Parkonians   2 

	Following a hard-fought,  but ultimately unsuccessful battle against the league leaders before Christmas, our league title ambitions were all but ended, leaving two games in as many weeks to define our season.
	 Before a semi-final on January 14th, we had the envious task of facing an Old Parkonians XI, who are the cup holders and strongly placed towards the top of their league, three divisions above the 4th Xl. Most captains and managers would have sent their players away to work on their fitness over the Christmas period to ensure each player came back stronger than before. Our unique management style pioneered another way, playing to our strengths by reinforcing the pre-existing levels of camaraderie in the form of a New Year’s Day bottomless brunch jolly boys outing, where we saw off all manner of drinks; and ate too!
	Keys were lost, MK learned that, like a good malt, all things 35 are aged to perfection, and Callum amazed everyone by turning up straight from the airport following his winter excursion to Bali. With spirits high, and The School House’s prosecco levels at an all-time low, it was now time to follow up the nonsense with a team performance. 
	An incredibly strong squad of 14 allowed Mr Bheenick to switch to a 3-5-2 formation, maximising the strengths of our two strikers, whilst providing extra protection to the defence. After a professionally taken and intense warm-up we came out of the blocks flying. with CEO FALCONER-ROBERTS smashing a volley in the first five minutes into the far corner. Moments later the lead was doubled, as ‘Chunk’ expertly claimed a corner before starting an exemplary counter-attack, finished by JAMES rounding the ‘keeper.
	Two goals down, our opposition were rattled,  and their midfielder produced a filthy tackle, fitting of a man who drives a Honda Civic,  to crock Adams, who had been central to our swift interchange between midfield and the strikers. This change did little to stop our momentum,  as good work from James allowed FALCONER-ROBERTS to tap in at the far post. Those who have been following the team for a while will know that 3-0 leads are something of a curse for the 4’s and so it proved,  as the rest of the half turned into a basketball-style match,  with almost every attack providing another goal. 
	Firstly, we were pegged back to 3-1 before a twice taken JAMES penalty extended the lead. Again, they scored almost straight from the kick-off , but there was time for FALCONER-ROBERTS to complete his hat-trick from a deep James corner on the stroke of half-time -  5-2; Crikey.
	Our opponents find themselves in their league position and as cup holders for good reasons,  and we knew they would come out swinging, so application was imperative to see this through to the end. It was thus with relief that, ten minutes into the second half, it was ourselves who took the initiative. James, with his fourth assist of the game, whipped in a near-post corner for WATERIDGE to make the most of his shiny new boots and score with a header!
	Six shortly became seven when Jon “Rhino” Knight’s through-ball was chased by James and their ‘keeper, eventually falling to FALCONER-ROBERTS to nonchalantly volley into an empty net from 25-yards. It must be said that their ‘keeper, who we later found out to be a mere 16 years of age, was far and away their best player and he made a string of brilliant saves throughout the match. The rout was completed after Panicker re-kindled his dancing from NYD to get into the box, where he was felled, with FALCONER-ROBERTS finishing once more.
	An amazing performance by every single player,  marred only by a late injury to James, which he will hopefully recover from swiftly. No trophies are handed out in January, but we have left ourselves in a great position moving to next week. Let us hope we convert this semi-final as well as our Liverpool-loving colleague did on NYD.							       Dave Wateridge
Wellman, Knight J., Bheenick, Phillips, Knight M., Henderson, Adams, Panicker, Bradley, Falconer-Roberts, James. Subs: Wateridge, Watson, Abdou.

1ST  Xl  REDISCOVER  THEIR TASTE   FOR THE  AFA  CUP    Crouch  End  Vampiers   1    1st   Xl  5 

	A long trip up to East Finchley to play on a boggy pitch would not usually be eagerly awaited, but considering it was a last 16 match of the prestigious AFA Cup,  there was an air of anticipation.
	 Previously playing away to them, we had lost 5-3 to this team back in November for their only league win of the season, which as Captain Wilson said before the game, “probably was our lowest point in the season”.
	The game kicked off with the opposition having a fair bit of the ball, and their trusted ball over the full backs seemed to be working well, with them having a few half chances and shots outside the box. Their best chance in this period came from a 25 yard free kick that hit the bar and bounced back to their forward, who put the ball over the bar. The feeling from Akkaya was that they were winning too many second balls and that we were working as individuals and not as a team, which Shaw agreed with after having his weekly shouting match.
	Even ‘though the home side were on top, Wilson’s were still pushing forward,  with Simmons linking well with our two wide players,  Robinson and Sellman, which led to a few corners, one of which produced the first goal, Shaw,  cleverly ignoring the long and boring email that comes through every week, where he has to run in as one of the three runners, but, instead, taking their best header out of the game and occupying the ‘keeper, for GRAVESANDE to flick a fantastic header in at the front post from a well whipped corner from Akkaya -  1-0. Then, five minutes later, in a very similar fashion, Akkaya whipped another to the back post, where GRAVESANDE was again there to nod home - 2-0.
	Then a pure piece of brilliance came from Robinson, who picked the ball up just inside their half on the right, turned and ran at the defence,  taking on three players and, whilst the defence was following the ball across the pitch to the left, he spotted the reverse pass to GRAVESANDE, who ran in and calmly hit a low shot into the bottom corner passed the ‘keeper, 3-0, a hat-trick of goals for the young prodigy,  who has  been mentored and taken under the wing of Shaw,  like so many others.
	The opposition had a few corners, which were defended well by Wilson’s, and in particular Jamie Parkinson, who got his head up to stop his man from scoring to keep Wilson’s in the driving seat. However,  we knew Crouch End would come out fighting in the second half , so we needed to stay on our guard and so discussed corners and who was marking who, including Shaw being switched to marking the big number 8 , which makes sense, in about ten seconds.
	The second half began with Wilson’s starting slowly and Crouch End coming out of the blocks fast, which ended up with a floated corner to the six yard box,  which their number 8 dispatched with relative ease -  3-1. Shaw had clearly been manhandled in the box (definitely not bad marking), to which the referee waved away the protests.  Akkaya looked less than bemused with Shaw, and made his feelings known.
	After that point, things resumed to the way they were towards the end of the first half, with Wilson’s defending well and not giving many good chances away, but, at the same time, looking a threat every time they went forward. 
	A great chance came, with some great skill to take on two players from Sellman,  who passed to Gravesande down the left hand side to deliver a cross to the back post across the six yard box and,  with the net gaping,  Simmons  put it wide, which could have killed the game. He got some stick after, though, so it was worth it. A decision was then made that Childs should replace Jamie Parkinson, who had clearly bitten off more than he could chew (maybe over the Christmas period).
	Then came a bit of magic from Simmons, who delivered a fantastic cross from a free kick 35 yards out on the left to AKKAYA,  who headed home from close range - 4-1. There was now a feeling that the job was done with 20 minutes to go.
	The game drifted on for a while in a similar fashion, with Crouch End looking dangerous from corners and free kicks, and in wide positions, but the young Chen  and  Karamath  looked in control,  despite being one on one for most of the game. 
	Then a debut dream was made for Jalen’s “football friend”, the young Jamille (no idea of his surname ), whom we hope to see more of in the future and who looked very comfortable on the ball,  securing us possession quite a few times in the wide right position.
	Then came a great team goal,  with four passes being executed from one side of the pitch to the other, which meant that AKKAYA (possibly OG) scored from Childs’  pass across to him. There was some discrepancy on whether or not  the shot was going wide (probably, it was Oz’s  shooting), but he was given the benefit of the doubt. A lot of players wanted OG to make a comeback, but sadly not today.
	After this I cannot remember much of the football, but Shaw had a few scuffles withtheir number 8, and was caught late by the No. 10, the captain flying at Jamie Parkinson on the sideline, the captain saying that Simmons  had committed a “leg breaker” challenge, which was laughable, and a foul being committed most times a Wilson’s  player had the ball, but with no yellow cards produced by the referee. 	Despite this, Wilson’s stayed in control, handled themselves well, and got themselves into the AFA Cup quarter final; job done.							Richard Shaw 

GOOD START TO THE YEAR FOR THE 2ND Xl    Nottborough   1   2nd   Xl   3 

	The league programme had not been going too well for the 2nd  Xl,  so a good start to 2017 was imperative,  and,  with a strong side and bench, we were hopeful of a result against the league champions, especially with Jon Howe looking so sharp in his new boots.
	Wilson’s started in the ascendancy and one bit of pressure lead to an Old Boys corner, taken by Steadford. A flick on by Howe,  and a half volley header,  from 15 yards,  from BEN CARRUTHERS ,  flew into the top corner, putting Wilson’s 1-0 ahead .  We continued to look strong, carving out chances, including Steadford hitting the bar.  We had the best shape we had seen in 2017,  and were restricting Nottsborough  to long balls,  which was very out of character for them.
	Wilson’s managed to get an excellent second as a precise ball forward, from Stu Dunk, onto the centre half’s shin,  was hit first time from ‘KENNERS’ like a bullet into the bottom corner and we were 2 - 0 up.  In the last ten minutes Nottsborough started to come back into the game, but with no chances of note.
	In the second half, however, they came out with a new vigour and formation, meaning they were able to play between the lines a bit more,  and we struggled to deal with this for the first 20 minutes and,  despite some good defending,  and safe hands Deadman, they had a great strike from 25 yards that snuck into the very bottom corner.  The pressure was on,  but Wilson’s showed great character and were the stronger  team for the last 20 minutes,  hitting the post.  And an unreal save (for a 17 stone 5’ 6” ‘keeper) by Deadman kept the score at 2-1.  Finally we got our reward with a break,  as Howe put in KENNEDY to make the game dead,  and he slotted home coolly.
	Just like Arsenal used to bring on Grimandi to solid things up at the end, so did the 2nds, enabling  Doug Smart to pick up another cap and clean sheet. A great result for Wilson’s, and  we are hoping for a 2017 where we can finish strongly  in the league and head towards an AFA cup final. 
												 Jon Howe 
Deadman, George, Harris D, Dunk, Middleton, Elliot C, Ojetumge, Steadford, Howe, Kennedy, Carruthers, Fox, Smart D

LAST MINUTE  HEARTBREAK IN POTTERS  BAR    Old  Owens  3    3rd   Xl  2 

	The 3rd XI made the arduous journey up to Owens for their first game of 2017, keen to atone for an unjust defeat last time out and against a team who had earlier in the season cancelled the reverse fixture at 11.30 on the day of the game! 
	Keen to shake off the rust (and additional pounds gained over Christmas), we got out for an early warm up and were ready to go come kick off. It became apparent within 30 seconds of kick off that we were not playing the Owens 3rd XI, with the opposition fielding no fewer than nine of their recently folded 2nd XI. In all fairness, it was more the Owens formation that was troubling Wilson’s, with us being slow to adapt to their 3-5-2 and not utilising neither our full backs nor the space on the wings. 
	Fifteen minutes in and we created our first opening, Matt Ballard in goal having already tipped a good shot over the bar. Matt Williams was played in by James Harwood and, faced with an on rushing defender, skipped by him, taking the full brunt of what can only be described as GBH. Clearest penalty you'll see all season? Not according to the referee. One of the worst decisions you'll see all season? - definitely. Seething from the decision, Wilson’s grew into the game a bit more, Dan Searle, with only two studs on his boots,  making a couple of great runs,  despite having his shirt almost ripped clean off him and his ankles hacked at. 
	The referee, not happy with denying us a stonewall penalty,  then gave one against us. Quite what for, we are still not sure! Ballard guessed the right way and would have stopped it, had it not been for a divot in the ground which somehow took the ball closer to the roof of the net, having been struck along the ground. 
	A goal down at half time and the message was around using our full backs to build plays and attacks and getting around their back three. An almost Jekyll and Hyde performance, as we played the second half with far more vigour and zip, Kirby and Martin dictating play - and Chibu,  too,  upon appearing from the bench - to release Harwood and Searle on the wings. A number of chances were created, with Bonsels, Williams and Searle all coming agonisingly close to equalising, but the momentum was with us and it was surely a case of when, not if, we would score. With one of their few forays forward, Owens somehow managed to bag themselves a second goal, our defence content to watch the striker receive and control the ball before picking out the bottom corner. 
	We gambled and switched to a 3-4-3 diamond in midfield shape, and the momentum accelerated for the visitors. With 12 minutes remaining,  we were rewarded for our play, GARY BONSELS stinging a great half volley at goal following a clearance that the ‘keeper had no chance of holding onto and helped into the bottom corner - 2-1, and there was an expectation that another fairy tale comeback was on.
	 No more than two minutes  later another good attack developed down the left hand side, James Harwood picking out JOSH MACKLEY, now playing in an advanced position, getting himself to the far right of the box before unleashing a venomous arrow of a half volley with his favoured outside of the boot into the far left of the goal. -  2-2.  Almost immediately from the kick off we regained  possession and charged down the right, Dan Searle finding his way to the byline before crossing to Matt Williams, who, similiar to Gazza in 1996, got the faintest of studs to the ball only to see it miss the far post by millimetres. 
	An injury to impressive centre back Sam Elliott forced another change with a few minutes remaining. Owens came on the attack, chasing a win, but the defence stayed strong... until the last few seconds,  when a mix up between the centre backs allowed the Owens’ midfielder to run in behind and smash one hopefully towards goal that went in.
	A heartbreaking defeat for the 3rd Xl against a team who were stronger than 3’s level. Defeat was unjust, but it provides another valuable learning curve to a team who are developing together well in their first season. 									Ricky Martin 
Squad: Ballard, Mackley, Playford, Hannah, Elliott, Martin, Kirby, Searle, Harwood, Bonsels, Williams, Akpakaru, Rand

A GAME FULL OF INCIDENTS      NUFC  Oilers    3     2nd    Xl    5    (Played  December  17th) 

	It was an incredibly foggy afternoon at the Hive for Old WIlsonians 2nd  Xl  to play on these  great facilities. We started fast on the big pitch,  with a strong team out, but just not quite getting the final pass right, stopped us having a clear cut chance.  However, a missed clearance at the back put their forward through to put them 1-0 up.  The Old Boys were quick to respond, with a good run from Ben Giles, who got in ahead of their ‘keeper to give JON HOWE an open goal to level up.  The clearly ‘hung over’ Howe then took himself off to strengthen up the team.  Wilson’s continued to look strong as the half progressed, but a quick break left our hosts to score a second against the run of play.
	Just before half time one of their players got injured and, with no one on their bench, this  left them down to ten men.  Straight after half time we pushed forward, using our full backs well to provide width, but  one quick pass,  and the 2nd Xl not switched on,  put them 3-1 up with us still on top.  Then came a big moment in the game as Teddy Farmer smuggled a hacksaw on to the pitch to try and take off their ‘keeper’s leg and their right back decided to retaliate with an axe, leaving the teams 10 v 9 as both were, rightly,  sent off.
	With lots of space Wilson’s continued to press high and,  from an Ant Childs’  free kick,  KARAMATH  beat the offside  trap to slot home to make it 3 -2.  Next came the decisive move of the match; bringing on the wisdom of Doug Smart!  From here we dominated and two goals from BEN GILES,   and another from KARAMATH, saw Wilson’s  to a deserved   5-3 victory. 
	The final 20 minutes of the game were not pleasant ,  as NUFC Oilers,  who had run out of legs and sportsmanship,  whinged and hacked away at our players. A really good win for the 2nd Xl and we hope, in the final game of the season, that NUFC Oilers  can play the game in the spirit it deserves.
MOM - Ben Middleton								Jon Howe 
Deadman, George, Shleton, Radvanyi, Farmer, Middleton, Childs, Steadford, Howe, Carruthers, Giles, Smart D, Karamath J

					Reports  Table 

Team			P	RS	RSL	NR	NP	Pts	Dropped	% response

1st Xl			24	23	1	0	14	54	18		100
8th Xl 			17	17	0	0	0	51	0		100
9th Xl 			15	13	2	0	1	40	5		100
2nd Xl 			19	15	3	1	10	38	19		94
3rd Xl			16	13	1	2	13	27	21		87
4th Xl			15	11	1	3	11	23	22		80
6th Xl			14	5	0	9	4	11	31		35
5th Xl			17	3	1	13	3	7	44		23
7th Xl 			14	2	1	11	1	6	36		21

		
P =  Played  RS = Reports submitted   RSL = Reports submitted late  NR = No Report  NP = No phone 
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